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Keynote Speech on the Opening Ceremony
RI Regional Conference for Asia and Pacific 2019

Ms. Haidi ZHANG,
President, Rehabilitation International and Chairman, China Disabled Persons’ Federation

On behalf of Rehabilitation International, I’ d like to extend my warmest welcome to all
the participants to the event, and my sincere appreciation to the host of the event, Fuhong
Society of Macau, for all your good work in preparing for this grand gathering.

Over the few years, with the joint efforts of all Rl members, progress has been made. By
raising funds, promoting reforms, implementing projects, and strengthening cooperation, RI
has been working proactively in promoting disability affairs, especially in the area of women
and children. Our action is both recognized and applauded by the international community.

We established the RI Global Disability Development Fund and the Africa Fund with
contribution from the Chinese government. The funds are supposed to encourage disability-
related programs worldwide, especially in developing and least developed countries and
regions.

Moreover, We had launched RI Award of Outstanding Achievement with contribution from
Macau government. This Award was to honor individuals or organizations who or which have
made significant contribution to the wellbeing of persons with disabilities. China officially
launched the establishment of the University of Rehabilitation. This university would be an
incubator for top rehabilitation professionals, creating more rehabilitation resources and
opportunities for persons with disabilities.

| firmly believe that to run an organization like RI, one must be an idealist, an optimist
and a believer, for what we do needs compassion. We give back even when we are struggling
ourselves because we know that there is always someone worse off. We exist not only as a
charity, but also as a source of hope and inspiration to people with disabilities. So let” s dream
that one day, every person with disabilities can feel free to go outside to breathe the fresh air
and enjoy the sunshine, WHENEVER and WHEREVER they might be. And let’ s work for it!
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